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UM DIRECTOR OF NATIVE AMERICAN STUDIES TAKES POST 
WITH BUREAU OF INDIAN AFFAIRS
MISSOULA —
Henrietta Whiteman, director of the University of Montana Native American 
Studies Program, has been appointed director of Indian education programs for 
the Interior Department's Bureau of Indian Affairs in Washington, D.C.
Whiteman, a Cheyenne Indian, is the first Indian woman to hold the 
director's job. She will also be the deputy assistant secretary of Indian 
Affairs (for education).
"I feel honored to have been given the opportunity to have a positive 
impact on Indian education," Whiteman says. "I've come to D.C. at a most 
exciting time in history —  and a very critical time in terms of the economy."
Whiteman, who will be on detail from UM for two years, says she did not 
apply for her new job but was "hand-selected by Assistant Secretary of the 
Interior Ross Swimmer."
She says she is responsible for a $300 million budget for federal Indian 
education programs, supervises 7,500 employees and has the potential for 
affecting the education of about 250,000 Indian students.
Her many duties at the bureau include developing new curricula for BIA 
schools; gathering and analyzing statistics on Indian education; and 
coordinating the planning, acquisition and maintenance of school facilities.
Whiteman began teaching at UM in 1972.
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